
Children learn best when they are re-
laxed, interested and comfortable. As 
educators, it is our job to provide this 
kind of environment in school where all 
students feel safe, respected and valued. 

Along with parents, we need to teach children how to get 
along with others, resolve differences peacefully and de-
velop personal integrity. Our responsibilities go beyond aca-
demics; there is an emotional, social and ethical component, 
as well. 
Children need specific guidelines with clear limits so they 
understand what acceptable behavior is. This way they know 
what is expected of them, and what they can expect from 
others. In an international school where personal interac-
tions may be viewed differently among different cultures, itôs 
especially important to have clear expectations to avoid mis-
understandings and conflict. To this end, the teachers in 
both the Middle and Elementary schools, along with stu-
dents, have worked together to create seven expectations or 
rules for our kindergarten through grade 8 students. 
 
Weôve posted these rules, and discussed them with stu-
dents. Positive reinforcement, reminders and age appropri-
ate consequences will be followed when mistakes are made, 
using the assumption that all students want to do well. Chil-
dren derive their self worth not only from academic success, 
but also from having friends and being a valued member of a 
group. Those who get along well with their teachers and 
peers are, in general, happier and more successful in 
school. If teachers, students and parents work together we 
can create a culture of respect, a place where all students 
can thrive and reach their full potential, and ultimately create 
a better world and future for our children. 
 

Cindy Gold, Elementary Principal 
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Read more in... 

I will:  
 

* Respect all teachers, classmates, 
staff and school property.  

* Walk quietly in the halls and stair-
ways. 

* Use an indoor voice. 
* Clean up after myself at all times.  
* Be honest and take responsibility 

for my actions. 
* Show integrity and not cheat or 

plagiarize.  
* Act and play safely.  

Elementary EssentialsElementary EssentialsElementary Essentials   

Congratulations!  
Five classes earned a party in the  

ñLetôs Read Togetherò program. 

Kindergarten  

Grade 2J 

Grade 2B 

Grade 3T 

Grade 3S 

Thank you to all parents who participated  

in all the grades. 

 Keep up the good work ï youôre doing a  

great job! 

Calling all READERS!  
  

Come to the  NOVA BOOK FAIR  

  
During the Bazaar/Open House on  

Saturday, April 16  
11:00 L 15:00 in the Library  

Hundreds of the most popular childrenôs books! 
Elementary, Middle School and High School English 

language books 
  

All profit goes to buy books for our Library! 
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Kindergarteners are proud that 
they can do addition up to ten. 
They practice on an abacus to 
help them understand how num-
bers can be grouped and  
added together.  

In second grade, we know that 

ôCharacter Matters!õ  On March 

23
rd

, NOVAõs second graders 

ended the third quarter by per-

forming a musical play for 

their friends and family.  Not 

only was Character Matters a 

fun and exciting opportunity 

for the both second grade classes to work together, but it 

was also the perfect way to connect the fairy tales and 

dramatic literature of our English curriculum with im-

portant ways to become kind and considerate people.  

 

In the show, the Fairy Tale Advice Counsel, led by Ra-

punzel, the Prince and the Wicked Witch, advise various 

fairy tale characters how to act and what to do in cer-

tain situations.   For example, Cinderella learned to 

deal with her anger by counting to ten and walking 

away, Baby Bear learned to forgive Goldilocks, and the 

Mirrors from the Snow White Story learned the impor-

tance of being honest. Our play was a fun way to teach 

children lessons theyõll use for a lifetime. 

Character MattersCharacter MattersCharacter Matters    

Upcoming  Events:  

 

Monday, April  4  
Quarter 4 begins 

Friday, April 15  

Quarter 3 Report cards 
sent home 

Saturday, April 16 th   

Open House and Spring 
Bazaar 

Friday, April 22  
Good Friday ï no school 

Monday, April 25   

Easter  ï No School 

April 25 Block Week  

Monday, May 2  
Labor Day  ï no school 

Having a big brother or sister 

to read with is a treasure. In 

third grade we have Reading 

Buddies. They are High School 

students who come to share a 

good book and their love of 

reading with us. We are so ex-

cited when they come. Some-

times we read to them, and 

sometimes they read to us.   

Reading BuddiesReading BuddiesReading Buddies   
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The hula from Hawaii, square dancing from the US, the 

hora from Israel, and waltzing from Austria are just a 

few of the ten types of folk dances elementary students 

performed in front of a delighted audience of NOVA par-

ents, teachers and friends. In dance and art class, stu-

dents have been studying cultures from around the 

world, including Japan, Germany, Italy, Russian, Canada, 

Africa and Australia.  They learned about holidays and 

why we use dance to celebrate. Students explored the 

difference between spontaneous and planned movement 

which is an important part of traditional dance. They also 

researched what the colors in traditional costumes repre-

sent. Overall, students developed an understanding and 

appreciation that each country has a unique and rich cul-

ture, and though we may celebrate different traditions, 

we are also similar in important ways and share a com-

mon bond of humanity  ̄a very important lesson to learn 

in our international community. 

Creating Handmade PaperCreating Handmade PaperCreating Handmade Paper   

Dancing Around the WorldDancing Around the WorldDancing Around the World   
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We started the Paper Craft Club after 
school. Students work with different kinds of paper 
to create small birds, origami folded kimonos, Val-
entine cards, and flowers for Motherôs Day...Now 
we are now getting ready for our next big holiday - 
Easter. You can buy some of our crafts at the 
NOVA Spring Bazaar/Open House. 

Paper Craft ClubPaper Craft ClubPaper Craft Club   

Macedonian language students from the 3rd 

and 4th grades visited a Mini Book Fair at 

Feniks Bookshop. They learned about new 

publications and purchased wonderful books 

written in Macedonian for their reading level. 

They did not forget their parents, brothers and 

sisters and bought gift books for them, too. 

Reading in MacedonianReading in MacedonianReading in Macedonian   

Ms. Jovanovskiôs First Grade class is learning 
about sound. They experimented by putting 
stones, lentils and sand in different containers 
made out of glass and aluminum. The students 
enjoyed shaking them and identifying what the 
jars contained by listening to the sound. 

Sounds in ScienceSounds in ScienceSounds in Science   

Students from 1st Grade make very nice drawings 
in Microsoft Paint on Ms. Ristovska Computer 
class. This computer drawing was made by Gaia 
Salpeter.  

Cyber artCyber artCyber art    


